Appl. No. 10/070,757 

Amdt. dated June 9, 2004 

Reply to Office action of March 9, 2004 



Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the subject 
application: 

Listine of Claims: 

Claim 1 (canceled) 

Claim 2 (currently amended): Th e g e l composition according to claim 1 A gel 
composition comprising a cation-modified clay mineral, wherein cations of said cation-modified 
clay mineral comprise quaternary ammonium cations represented by Formula (D: 



wherein and R4 are independent firom each other and each represents a Cm.^^ alkyl group: and 
wherein said cation-modified clay mineral comprises a tiie cation-modified clay mineral 
A whose cation is the quatemary ammonium cation represented by the Formula (I) and a the 
cation-modified clay mineral B whose cation is the quatemary ammonium cation represented by 
ttie Formula (II) in a weight ratio of A:B firom 55:45 to 99.9:0.1. 




-(I) 



wherein is a C u q alkyl group, a phenyl group, or a Ct -q aralkyl group that is an aryl ring with a 
1 to 3 carbon substituent, and R is a Cm-ifi alkyl group; 



and Formula fIR: 




(11) 
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Claim 3 (original): The gel composition according to claim 2, wherein the weight ratio 
of A : B is from 60:40 to 80:20. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The gel composition according to claim 2 4-, wherein 
is benzyl group. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The gel composition according to claim 2 4-, wherein 
is methyl group. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The gel composition according to claim 2 4r, wherein R^ 
isaCi6.i8 alkyl group. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The gel composition according to claim 2 4-, wherein 
each of R^ and R"^ is a C16-18 alkyl group. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The gel composition according to claim 2 -t, wherein a 
host clay mineral of said cation-modified clay mineral is montmorillonite or hectorite. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The gel composition according to claim 8 4r, wherein the 
host clay mineral of said cation-modified clay mineral is montmorillonite. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): A nail enamel comprising the gel composition 
according to claim 2 4r. 
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